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Aug. 1 - Nov. 15 Nov. 16 – May 

Sentence Anchor Writing Samples 
1. you will get candy.  
2.  …put on something.  
3. … then he ran  away.  
4. …start the other thing you’ve been asked to do.  
5. …I’ll klimb up the ladder.                     
6. He is cooking egg .  
7.  Sara is wearing a funny hat on her head.  
8.  He is doing homework.  
9.  Wow! A boat in a tree.  
10.  I like playing ball games.  

                                                                 
Paragraph Anchor Writing Sample 
 
      … ..Val and Bob started. First Val was in front of Bob. But when Val went 

nearer to the finish line, there was a sign that said ‘Road Detour’. She didn’t 
know what to do? At that time, Bob was pedaling his bike more harder and 
more faster to catch up with Val because now he couldn’t see her car.. Soon he 
saw something purple. Val’s car was purple so he thought he was near Val. He 
pedaled  more harder and faster. Soon he relized that there was a sign  that said 
‘Road Detour’ and Val’s car was right infront of the sign  When he reached to 
that place, his bike was thin enough to go around that sign, so he went around it 
and won finally!!!! Soon Val reached to the finish line somehow. Bob didn’t 
know how she reached to the finish line but he was happy that he won.         

 

Sentence Anchor Writing Samples 
1. … you will get dirty.  
2. …take your raincoat with you. 
3. …ran away 
4. …write about the story in your notebook. 

        5.……singing.                                                                  
6. Sam is making his dinner.  
7. Sandy is porforming a dance.  
8. My brother is doing his homework quietly.  
9. The boat is stuck in a tree.  
10. My friend is playing baseball with the other kids.  

 
Paragraph Anchor Writing Sample 
 
    …… they started racing! Val’s car was much faster than Bob’s bike. But then 
something happened. Val was nearly at the ending place, but there was a road detour 
right in front of her. “Damn!” Val thought. Val couldn’t think of a way to solve the 
problem. She had to go all the way around. Val drove her car as fast as she could. 
After a while, she was almost there! The bad news was Bob and his bike were right 
in front of her. “3,2,1…stop”, Jim yelled while he raised down the flag. Bob had 
won the race.  Now Val had learned a lesson that just because you’re fast it does not 
mean you’ll win.                             
                             

Key Descriptors:  
Sentence Accuracy (80% correct sentences in sample group of sentences) 
Paragraph with Clear and  Detailed Series of Events, Interesting Ideas, Some 
Higher Order Thinking, Mostly Accurate Writing 

Key Descriptors:   
Sentence Accuracy (80% correct sentences in sample group of sentences) 
In-Depth Paragraph with Clear and  Detailed Series of Events, Interesting and 
Persuasive Ideas, Consistent Higher Order Thinking, Accurate Writing 

 
Student writes paragraphs that include a detailed series of events, interesting ideas, 
shows evidence of some higher-order thinking, and includes an occasional 
mistake that does not interfere with understanding (i.e., acceptable first draft). 
Paragraph includes consistent use of transition words; good word choice, good 
voice, good sentence fluency and good organization. Student employs language that 
includes some advanced grammatical structures such as modal auxiliaries, 
conditionals, and/or a variety of verb tenses. The paragraph is easily understood, 
usually grabs the reader and has flavor. 
 

 
Student communicates higher-order thinking in accurate writing of detailed, in-
depth paragraphs with persuasive ideas.  Student employs vivid, precise language 
that consistently includes advanced grammatical structures such as modal 
auxiliaries, conditionals, and/or a variety of verb tenses. Writing has strong voice, 
varied word choice with a strong vocabulary- including descriptive adverbs and 
adjectives, excellent sentence structure and solid organization; essentially, meets 
AES grade 6 writing benchmarks. 
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Explanatory Notes  
• Beyond literacy development similar to a monolingual English speaker which focuses on accuracy in overall writing skills, writing 

for EAL students has an extra dimension: the development of second language acquisition– tense, mood, conditions and” the sense 
of the language” is communicated in writing with growing grammatical complexity, maturity, and accuracy. Each key descriptor 
describes these determining factors. 
 

• With each succeeding benchmark, the writing samples show a slight but noticeable increase in: spelling accuracy, vocabulary, 
including academic vocabulary, word choice, detail and description, ideas, organization, sentence fluency, presentation- all similar 
to a monolingual English speaker (except academic vocabulary which is more challenging for EAL speakers to learn and use).  

 
• Writing samples, if read aloud, sound like or close to a monolingual English speaker of similar age and corresponding grade.  

   
• Writing samples provide a holistic view of the child’s writing ability, and therefore, the sentence samples should be looked at as a 

group of sentences rather than isolated sentences.  
 

• Writing samples have been drawn from AES EAL students and chosen based on consistent trends over time that demonstrate 
student success in literacy development at mid-range level or above in the corresponding grade upon mainstreaming from EAL. 

 
• The writing prompts are drawn from the Language Assessment Tool (LAS) and can be scored following LAS protocol. Sentences 

1- 5 begin as follows: If you take out the garbage, 2. Before you go out into the rain, 3. The dog growled and 4. After you’ve 
finished reading, 5. She will hold the ladder while 
 

 
 


