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Aug. 1 - Nov. 15 Nov. 16 – May 

Sentence Anchor Writing Samples 
 
1. …. I won’t be cold for winter. 
2. …..running.       
3. …. we threw our hats in the air.  
4. …. she worked all day.   
5. …. you don’t eat candy.   
6. The girl is playing jump ropping with her friends.  
7. The children are flying a kite in the woods.       
8. The  police-man holds the sign stop, so children from school can go pass the road.                                                  
9. The police directs the traffic.  
10. The girl is trying to get the cat but her lader is too small.  
                                                                                                              
  
 
 
    
 

Sentence Anchor Writing Samples 
1. … I wouldn’t be cold at night.   

2. … to pick up my sister from her friend’s house.  

3. …we will go and buy some new socks for me.  

4. …she had a hard day at work.  

5. … we can buy you a new toothbruch.  

6.            The girl jumping is jumping jump rope with her two friends.  

7. The father and the girl are flying a kite.  

8. The traffic maneger  is stopping the cars.  

9. The police is showing his hands to show that they can go and stop.  

10. The girl is trying to save the cat.    

Paragraph Anchor Writing Sample 
 

Val thought her new car would beat Bob’s bike in a race. Jim raised the flag 

and said, “Ready set go!” Val was really winning wene she came to a sign 

that said Road Detour Val didn’t know what to do, while she was waiting 

Bob was winning wene Val came to the end. She had lost to Bob.  
Key Descriptors:  
Sentence Accuracy (60% correct sentences in sample group of sentences) 
 
 
Student writes accurate descriptive sentences with an occasional spelling mistake. 
Sentences include good word choice, and use of more detail and description. Ideas go 
beyond the concrete level and show evidence of greater contextual understanding and 
knowledge. Sentence fluency includes a variety of structures and tenses (i.e., 
comparisons, gerund, simple present, simple past, future, dependent clauses, and 
compound sentences). Sentences may have some errors in spelling but sentence fluency, 
if sentence were read aloud, sounds like a monolingual English speaker’s at a 
comparable age and grade level. 
 

Key Descriptors:  
Sentence Accuracy (80% correct sentences in sample group of sentences) 
Simple Paragraph, Clear Ideas, Accurate Writing 
 
Student writes accurate descriptive sentences with an occasional spelling 
mistake. 
 
Student writes a simple paragraph that includes a clear series of events with 
an occasional mistake that does not interfere with understanding (i.e., 
acceptable first draft).. It includes simple sentences that list a series of events or 
ideas with limited details, good word choice and voice.  Organization shows 
evidence of paragraph form, may have some errors in spelling and sentence 
fluency (i.e., mechanics, grammar) that do not interfere with communication. 
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Explanatory Notes  

• Beyond literacy development similar to a monolingual English speaker which focuses on accuracy in overall writing skills, writing 
for EAL students has an extra dimension: the development of second language acquisition– tense, mood, conditions and” the sense 
of the language” is communicated in writing with growing grammatical complexity, maturity, and accuracy. Each key descriptor 
describes these determining factors. 
 

• With each succeeding benchmark, the writing samples show a slight but noticeable increase in: spelling accuracy, vocabulary, 
including academic vocabulary, word choice, detail and description, ideas, organization, sentence fluency, presentation- all similar 
to a monolingual English speaker (except academic vocabulary which is more challenging for EAL speakers to learn and use).  

 
• Writing samples, if read aloud, sound like or close to a monolingual English speaker of similar age and corresponding grade.  

   
• Writing samples provide a holistic view of the child’s writing ability, and therefore, the sentence samples should be looked at as a 

group of sentences rather than isolated sentences.  
 

• Writing samples have been drawn from EAL students and chosen based on consistent trends over time that demonstrate student 
success in literacy development at mid-range level or above in the corresponding grade upon mainstreaming from EAL. 

 
• The writing prompts are drawn from the Language Assessment Tool (LAS) and can be scored following LAS protocol. 1- 5 begin 

as follows: 1. I brought an extra blanket so 2. We are going shopping and then   3. When the parade is over, 4. My mom was tired 
because she 5. After you go to the dentist, 
 

 
 


