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First Month of School  August Sept. 1-Nov. 15 
 

Nov. 16-Feb. 15 Feb. 16-May 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                       

• The girls how is jumping. 
 

• The boy and the girl playing to geter. 
 
• the boy is stop be coz she wont to go one 

is ter and one is nreyr. 
 

• The Poles wohts tostop and go. 
 

• The grl wonted to Pet.        
.  

                                                           

• The gerl  is gup rouping. 
 
• A boy is playing with a cit. 
 
• Poepel are wocing in the rowd. 
 
• The polis man sees the cars 

moving. 
 
• The cateis stuc on a chri.  

 
                                          

• The girls are playing jump rope. 
 
• The boy and the girl is playing     
       kite. 
 
• A man is telling the car to stop. 
 
• The police is Telling the car go 

this way. 
 
• The girl is helping the cat.  
                                                                                                                                          

Key Descriptors:  
 
Very Simple, 3-4-Word Sentences 
 
 
 
Student writing shows evidence of putting a 
complete, concrete thought in writing, use 
of the Roman alphabet, writing left to 
right, alphabetization, use of most 
corresponding initial, medial, and final 
sounds and some vowel sounds, and no or 
minimal punctuation or capitilization. 

Key Descriptors:  
 
Very Simple Sentences, Simple Words 
Mostly Accurate (50%) 
 
 
Student writes very simple sentences with 
many spelling mistakes that occasionally 
interfere with understanding and has some 
grammatical mistakes that may interfere 
with understanding (and may be different 
from a monolingual speaker’s at the same 
age and grade - i.e.,  subject-verb 
agreement) , sometimes uses capitals and 
periods, and uses simple grammatical 
structures with some accuracy. 

Key Descriptors:  
 
Very Simple Sentences, Clear Ideas, 
Simple Words Mostly Accurate 
(50%)  
 
Student writes simple sentences with 
some spelling mistakes that do not 
interfere with understanding, may 
have an occasional grammatical 
mistake that does not interfere with 
understanding (and are similar to a 
monolingual speaker’s at the same age 
and grade- i.e.,  overgeneralization in 
past tenses and plural forms), use of 
periods and capitals is mostly 
accurate, and a variety of 
grammatical structures are mostly 
accurate. 
 
 

Key Descriptors:  
  
Simple Sentences, Clear Ideas, 
Sentence Accuracy (50% correct 
sentences in sample group of 
sentences) 
Student writes simple sentences 
with consistently correct spelling, 
may have an occasional 
grammatical mistake that does not 
interfere with understanding, uses 
capitals and periods accurately, 
strong word choice, and uses a 
variety of grammatical structures 
accurately. 
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Explanatory Notes  
• Since literacy development is especially rapid in Grade 1 for all students, this chart documents writing benchmarks four times in 

this school year. The school year follows a US overseas-based international school calendar. 
 

• Beyond literacy development similar to a monolingual English speaker which focuses on accuracy in overall writing skills, writing 
for EAL students has an extra dimension: one that demonstrates growing fluency in second language acquisition. Therefore Grade 
1 benchmarks for EAL students highlight subtle but important descriptors: the ability to write with growing accuracy while adding 
more complex thinking and its corresponding grammatical forms: different subject verb agreements, compound sentences, 
prepositions, past tense, articles, to name a few. The four benchmark stages crystallize these differences with respective key 
descriptors. 

 
• Writing samples, if read aloud, sound like or close to a monolingual English speaker of similar age in Grade 1.  

 
• Writing samples provide a holistic view of the child’s writing ability, and therefore, the sentence samples should be looked at as a 

group of sentences rather than isolated sentences.  
 

• The criteria for the writing skills were reached after careful observation and analysis of mainstreamed EAL student success in the 
grade level classroom in US overseas-based international school. This was done by fine tuning the writing ability deemed 
necessary for mainstreaming after on-going discussion and analyzing writing samples over several years to determine what the 
average MS student writing level is at the corresponding times throughout the school year in Grade 1 (not just one teacher’s class 
but the entire grade). 
 

•  The first two writing samples in August are from an EAL-developed dictation. All other writing prompts are drawn from the 
Language Assessment Tool (LAS) picture prompts and can be scored following LAS protocol..  

 


